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THE WORD "HONORABLE." 
BY CHARLES SUMNER, 



It is to be hoped that the time has come, when men will cease to at- 
tach the term honorable to things which are not worthy of true honor. It 
becomes Christians, and most especially Christian ministers, to regard 
that alone as honorable, which is in accordance with the gospel. 

Let the question be asked, would Christ have honored the warrior, the 
captain, the soldier ? Would he, whose highest mission was to bring 
Peace, have yielded one word of praise to any incident or accident of 
war? 

It is very recently that a Christian clergyman, in addressing a mili- 
tary company, called them Honorable. The members of this corps are 
doubtless most respectable ; and, perhaps, individually honorable in the 
various walks of life to which they belong ; but it is a confusion of ideas 
certainly, in a Christian minister, to call their corps honorable. What is 
a military company, even in the view of those who uphold its necessity, 
but a part, and a very small part, of the physical force of the country ? 
In its relation to other interests of the country, it corresponds to the claws 
and teeth of wild beasts, or the beak and talons of the bird. In any accu- 
rate estimate of the physical force of the country, even the " Ancient and 
Honorable Artillery Company" could not be more than a very small frac- 
tion of a very small claw ! We say that the intellect which guides, and 
the sentiments of benevolence and duty which elevate a people, are honor- 
able ; but the physical force, the claws, the teeth, the beak, the talons, can 
never be honorable. Nature gave the animals claws and teeth, with instincts 
of prey ; but she made man naked and unarmed, with the instinct of be- 
nevolence, and with conscience always teaching the right. To the divine 
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work of nature he has attached the human invention of swords, muskets 
and spears. Let us not exalt these to the high level of the virtues. 

In giving praise to war and to soldiers, we follow the example of hea- 
then writers, and of those chroniclers of the age of chivalry, who, while 
professing Christianity, wrote with heathen pens. 

The word honorable, as applied to war or to anything martial, is as in- 
appropriate as the phrase " beautiful feats of arms," by which Froissart 
designates those barbarous contests at which humanity blushes. Hear 
what is said by one of these old chroniclers in the prologue to his history : 

" There cannot be any more suitable or worthy occupation than hand- 
ing down to posterity the grand and magnanimous feats of arms, and the 
inestimable subtleties of war which by valiant men have been performed, 
as well those descended from noble families as others of low degree, in 
the most Christian kingdom of France, and in many other countries of 
Christendom, under different laws, for the instruction and information of 
those who in a just cause may be desirous of honorably exercising their 
prowess in arms ; and also to celebrate the glory and renown of those who 
by strength of courage and bodily vigor have gallantly distinguished them- 
selves, as well in sudden recountre, as in pitched battles, armies against 
armies, or in single combat, like as valiant men ought to do, who, reading 
or hearing these accounts, should attentively consider them, in order to 
bring to remembrance the above deeds of arms and other matters worthy 
of record, and especially particular acts of prowess that have happened 
within the period of this history, as well as the discords, wars, and quar- 
rels that have arisen between princes and great lords of the kingdom of 
France, also between those of the adjoining countries, that have been 
continued for a long time, specifying the causes whence these wars have 
had their origin." 

For this purpose, was Enguerrand de Monstrelet moved to compose his 
chronicles in continuation of the chivalric pages of Froissart ! I fear that 
the historians of our own age have not yet emancipated themselves from 
the unjust and unchristian ideas of the chroniclers. Nor will they, until 
they learn to regard the virtues of justice and benevolence, and the 
triumphs of the intellect, as the only legitimate sources of true honor. 



The Red Man's Code of Honor. Said an Indian who was once 
challenged to fight a duel : " I do not see what good it would do me to put 
a bullet through any part — even the least dangerous part — of your body. 
I could not make use of you, when dead, for any ordinary purposes ; as I 
could of a rabbit or a turkey." 



